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BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



"mostly short, but to the point." In- 
deed, had he been a college classmate, I 
should have suspected him of having 
adopted as a motto that of one of our 
college societies of the time: "Causa latet, 
vis est notissima." 

His force and power certainly were 
notable, however quietly his influence was 
exercised. 

My personal relations with Mr. Laffan 
began only at the time when he became a 
trustee of our Museum. It was apparent 
to me at the first meeting that our views 
as to Museum policy and Museum develop- 
ment were very sympathetic, and they 
have continued so ever since. He was 
always full of suggestion, intensely prac- 
tical, bold when occasion called for bold- 
ness, careful and diplomatic when diplo- 
macy was in order. This common interest 
has grown into a relation in other matters 
which . has lately approached intimacy. 
Only those closely connected with the 
Museum will know the extent of its loss in 
his death. More nearly than any other 
person he took that part in its affairs in 
later years as an expert adviser in all de- 
partments of art which in its early history 
was taken by that well-known amateur, the 
late Samuel P. Avery. R. W. de F. 

CHARLES STEWART SMITH 

CHARLES STEWART SMITH 
died at his home in New York 
on November 30th. He was a 
Trustee of the Museum continu- 
ously since 1889, and has served as a mem- 
ber of its Executive Committee since 1896. 
There is no committee of the Museum of 
which he has not at one time or another 
been an important and influential mem- 
ber. He took part in the movement to 
found the Museum which antedated its in- 
corporation, and has been a member of the 
Corporation since its organization in 1871. 
His chief gift to the Museum was a large 
and important collection of Japanese cer- 
amics and other objects of Japanese art 
obtained when traveling in the Orient. 

Few men in the city of New York have 
been better known for their public spirit 
and public service than Mr. Charles Stew- 



art Smith. He was elected President of 
the Chamber of Commerce for seven suc- 
cessive terms. He declined a nomination 
for Mayor of New York in 1894. He was 
a member of the first Rapid Transit Board, 
to which he was appointed in 1896. 

Mr. Smith's position in the community is 
well illustrated by the following editorial 
from the Evening Post of November 30th : 

"That the older generation of New York 
business men who honorably sustained its 
reputation as the greatest American mer- 
cantile center, long before the days of 
Sugar Trusts and insurance scandals, is 
passing with startling rapidity, is recalled 
anew by the death of Charles Stewart 
Smith. Conspicuously successful in busi- 
ness, he yet, like Jesup, Kennedy, Hewitt, 
and many others, felt a civic responsibility 
resting upon his shoulders. It was no 
more his idea that a business man should 
divorce himself from his community's in- 
terests than it was his belief that an honest 
citizen should bow down before the god of 
things as they are. Quite willing to be 
accused of besmirching the name of the 
city if he could better the conditions of 
misrule under which he lived most of his 
years, Mr. Smith was successively chair- 
man of the executive committee of the 
Committee of Seventy which elected Mayor 
Strong, of the Citizens' Union Executive 
Committee, when Mr. Low was elected, 
and in 1900 a member of the Committee of 
Fifteen. His declination of a mayoralty 
nomination was proof of the unselfishness 
of his civic service, as were also his useful 
labors on the Rapid Transit Board. But 
the best testimonial to Mr. Smith's esteem 
among his fellows is his service for eight 
successive terms as President of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. The city is the poorer 
for Mr. Smith's death." 



THE HUDSON-FULTON EXHIBI- 
TION 

THE Hudson-Fulton Exhibition 
closed on November 30th, a grati- 
fying success. Since its opening 
on September 20th, 288,103 P er " 
sons have visited it, many of them coming 
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